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(BEXR )

by FEEMERAXRMITEBRTFLULE.
A Study of Obscure Chemical Piosoning

I. The implication of obscure chemical poisoning and its etiological analysis

Poisoning may be caused by exogenous chemicals. It is often of occupational origin, or may occur accidentally
in daily life. In a minority of instances, the patients are not aware of their contact with toxic substances, and the
entire course from the time of toxic absorption to the manifestation of symptoms develops slowly and impercepti-
bly. It s defined as obscure poisoning. This paper reports an investigation of such type of poisoning, and an in-
quiry is made into its eight subgroups divided according to differences in etiology. It is found that the group met
with relatively frequently is that occurring consequent to food and environment contamination caused by poi-
sonous chemicals which have not been discovered in time.- Other cases arise from the use of folk medicines con-
taining poisons,from iatrogenic sources, and from deliberate application of poisons in murders. Since the opportu-
nity of contact with many kinds of chemicals is generally increased in our modern age, and also new chemicals en-
ter into the markets much more frequently than decades ago, the present investigation of the diagnosis of obscure
poisoning will be of much importance in both the enhancement of diagnostic efficacy and the prevention of ob-

scure poisoning.
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