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Incidence of coal worker’ pneumoconiosis in dongfeng coal mine of Zhenjiang—— A
thirty-year follow-up study Ha Kuanting. Zhenjiang antiepidemic station 212003

Abstract To study occurrence of coal worker's pneumoconiosis (CWP), its regularity and fac-
tors affecting it in small-sized coal mines with thin-layer coal seam, workers exposed to coal dust
were followed up for 30 years by chest radiophotography, as well as determination of dust concen-
trations in their working places. Results showed that 750 cases of CWP were diagnosed during the
past 30 years, with a cumulative incidence rate of 25. 07% , casefatality ratio of 11. 87% and preva-
lence rate of 22. 77 %. Follow-up indicated that incidence of pneumoconiosis decreased significantly,
and their length of employment in coal mine and ages at diagnosis and average survival prolonged,
with continuous improvement of dust-control measures, with a statistical significance by rank cor-
relation test (P<C0. 05). It suggests that occurrence and progress of CWP can be prevented and con-
trolled if comprehensive dust-control measures focused on wetting production can be adopted in
small-sized coal mines with thin-layer coal seam.
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