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Abstract Objective To understand the relationship betveen insulin-like growth factor- 1CIGF-1) and silicotic fibrosis. Methods

Expression of IGF-1 in the lung tissues was revealed with immunohistochemical technique in the rabbits 90 and 180 days after exposure to
quartz dust , respectively, and number of silicotic nodules in the lungs was measured. Results Positive expression of IGF-1 accounted for
70% and 100% (P< 0 01) and number of silicotic nodules averaged 198420 and 303+ 11(P< 0. 005) in the lung tissues of the rabh-
bits 90 and 180 days after exposure to quartz dust, respectively. Postive expresson of IGF-1 correlated significantly with the degree of sil-
icotic fibwsis of the lungs (7= 0 6875). Conclusion IGF-1 could play and important wle in the fommation of slicotic fibwsis.
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