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The experimental study on apoptosis of hippocampus and cortex cells in rat offsprings exposed to lead
LU Xiao-bo, LU Xiang-zheng, ZHENG Li-shu, LI Bei-lii LIU Qiufang, CAI Yuan

( China Medical University, Shenyang 110001, China)

Abstract: Objective To study the developmental neuntoxicity. Method The offsprings of rats exposed to lead during pregnant

and breast-feeding period were used to determine the lead content in blood and brain  the apoptotic cells in hippocampus and cortex were
also assayed by TUNEL method. Result The nunber of apoptotic cells in hippocampus and nearby cortex increased in the young rats at

the 7th day after birth  but no obvious change in those at the 21st day after birth. Conclusion ILead could induce developmental

neurotoxicity by excessive apoptosis of hippocampus and nearly cortex cells during developmental period.
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