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Survey on cases of acute pesticide poisoning in eleven hospitals
LIN Zheng, HUANG Jinxiang Y, ZHU Qiu-hong

( National Institute of Occupational Health and Poison Control,  Chinese Centre for Disease Control and Prevention, Beijing 100050,
China)

Abstract Objective To investigate the case nunber and characieristics of acute pesticide poisoning (APP) in hospitals of county
and its higher level. Method The hospitatbased survey on APP was conducied in 11 hospitals located in 7 provinces from 1 Aprl 2003 to
31 March 2004, using the harmonized pesticide exposure record (PER) designed by WHO. Result 1 551 cases of APP and 22 cases of
non-symptom after pesticide exposure were collected in 11 hospitals in one year. Among 1 551 APP cases, the majorities of exposure cir-
cumslance were intentional (1290 cases, 83. 2%0), followed by accidental (193 cases 12 4% and occupational (62 cases
4.0%). Gender ratio was 1 male to 1. 7 female. Female intentional exposure to pesticide accounted for 87. 6%. The peak age of APP
occurred in 15~ 44 yearsold. Accidental APP was mainly found in children under 14 years old. The main chemical type of pesticide poi-
soning and death was organophosphorus insecticide followed by mdenticide and herbicide. The fatality rate of 1 551 cases was 7. 0%4.
Conclusion The survey indicated that most cases of APP admitted to the hospitals of county and its higher level were caused by non-occu
pational exposure. Insecticide ranked first in terms of total poisoning cases caused by pesticide, followed by rodenticide and herbicide,
and organophosphate was ranked first of al insecticides.
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