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Survey on prevalence of silicosis in farmers gone out to work at gold mines
GE Xianrmin, LI Xiao-ping '+ ZOU Wei-ming Il Helin, LI Yong qiang QIN Shao-zhen, WANG Li-heng
CHEN Chang-fa, [IANG Dexin, LIAO Fen-shi

( Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous R egion Institute for the Prevention and Treatment of Occupational Diseases. Nanning 530021,  China)

Abstract: Objective To investigate the prevalence of silicosis in the farmers who went out to Hainan Province for being contracted
workers of gold mines from Mashan County Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, then study the precaution and control measure of silico-
sis for this kind of famers. Method Epidemiological investigation was made in the returned famers who once went to Hainan and
worked in gold mines high kilo voltage radiography on chest was taken in these famers except physical examination, then made diag-
nosis and staging of silicosis according to State Diagnostic Criteria for Pneumaoconiosis. Result In the 356 informants 152 persons were
diagnosed as silicosis  detection rate was 42 70%, the prevalence of silicosis complicated with pulmonary tuberculoss was 25 66%,
the rate of excess period diagnosis was 57. 89%. the average dustexposed time of these patients was 3. 9 years only and the average age
with silicosis in these fatmers was 39 yeas.  Conclusion The most important reasons for such high prevalence of silicosis in these farmers
were the bad working conditions no necessary preventive measures lack of basic prevention knowledge of occupational diseases and
that the local govemment did not do their best on swveillance and contwol of occupational nisks.
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